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causes, but most noticeably fiom plague, choleia and small-pox
Attention was paid to the subject of popular health education in
Rangoon undei the auspices of the Indian Red Ctoss Society The
birth-rate was lather lower than in the previous yeai, and the rate of
infantile moitalitv considerably highei Good piogiess was made vuth
hospital construction during the yeai, and five new maternity waids,
mainly the icsult of private chantv, weie completed The Government
Medical School continued to giowm populanty, A piovmcial Public
Health Boaid was foiraed dming the ^eai, with both Advisory and
administrative functions Its attention was mainly devoted to questions
concerning watei-supply and lay-out plans foi vauous towns and to the
Rangoon port health admimstiation With an increase m the incidence
of small-pox theie was lathei moie vaccination done than in the
previous year , but shoit-sighted obstiuchon \\as in some paits tepoitecl
to have been engmeeied by political associations

15 The yeai was one of steady piogie&s in education, without any
sensational changes The divisional boards which had held contiol of
vernacular education foi seveial yeais weie dissolved and leplaced by
distuct school boaids, offshoots of the new distuct councils Among
othei events may be mentioned a confeience on Chin education, held to
settle knotty questions of script and dialect, the tiansfei of the Govern-
ment School of Engmeeimg fiom the contiol of the Education
Depaitment to thxt of the Development Commissionei and a governing
body, the piovmcializahoii of state scholarships, the mtioduction of
English teaching in vernacular schools, the establishment of a pi evident
fund foi teachers, and the mtioduction of a scheme foi the medical
inspection of English and Anglo-veinaculai schools Progress in the
higher branches of education was shown by an mciease of ovei 200
students at the Umveisity and of neatly 11,500 pupils in secondary
schools At the Umveisity recoveiy from the boycott was uumencally
complete, and the colleges reached the limit of their capacity Theie
was a decrease in attendance at pnmaiy schools, but the decline was
entirely confined to lower primary classes, and was due to the working
of the comparatively new salary-giant system, which led to the
disregistiation of the smaller and less ^efficient pumary schools. Even
in primary schools the attendance m upper primary classes increased
One of the most satisfactoiy features of the statistics was an mciease of
4,000 in the number of girls under instruction The monastic schools
are reported to be gradually oveicoming their prejudice against the
admission of girls